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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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4) [3 Claim(s) 1^9 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 5 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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10) S The drawing(s) filed on 22 September 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election with traverse of Group III (claims 5-9) in the reply filed on 
10/24/2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the search of one group 
# would encompass the search of the other groups. This is not found persuasive because each 
of the claim groups would be classified in different and very distinct subclasses. A search of 
all of these separate subclasses would cause a serious burden to the examiner. 
The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because Figure 1 and Figure 4 contain number labeling 
errors. Figure 1 portrays a temperature sensor, Item 15, however also displays air coolers, 
Item 15. In the specification the temperature sensor is described as Item 16. Figure 4 refers 
to Items 185a and 185. The specification describes Items 186a and 186, which would be 
associated with the drawings. Item 185 is used to describe "holders" and it is unclear where 
these are in Figure 4. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or 
figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing 
figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
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made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the 
top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Berndt (US Patent 
No. 6,086,635). 

Berndt discloses a dry-cleaning machine having a heating coil (34) providing hot air, 
condenser (36) and a water separation unit (28) for removing water from a mixture of 
solvent and water where it is a coalescer type of filter (Fig. 4, Item 64; col. 5). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
the prior art does not reasonably teach, suggest or disclose a water separation unit having a 
filter member which allows only the solvent to pass to the solvent storage chamber and a 
drainage pipe having a vertical part for bringing the water from the tank to a level higher 
than the bottom part of the tank and a horizontal part located downstream of the vertical 
part, where the highest point within the horizontal part is lower than the upper end of the 
solvent recovery pipe. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art not referred to are Durr (US 3692467), who discloses a 
dry cleaner and water separator with a coalescer type filter, Radomyselski (US 20030070238), 
Berndt (US 6059845), Cannon (US 5213594), Fyvie (US 20030196282), Ohue (US 4707269), 
and Caputi (US 4664754), who disclose dry cleaning and water separators and/ or coalescing. 
One additional reference is Aurelle (US 4335001), who discloses fluid separation and piping 
heights. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah E. Husband whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8387. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael E. Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 



OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




SEH 



MICHAEL BARR 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



